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Times Higher Education Arab University Rankings (AUR): 

Times Higher Education is the data provider underpinning university excellence in every continent across the world. As 
the company behind the world’s most influential university ranking, and with almost five decades of experience as a 
source of analysis and insight on higher education, we have unparalleled expertise on the trends underpinning university 
performance globally. Our data and benchmarking tools are used by many of the world’s most prestigious universities to 
help them achieve their strategic goals.  
 
The annual Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings (WUR), started in 2010, aims to provide the 
definitive list of the best universities, evaluated across five key areas of Teaching, Research, Citations, International 
Outlook and Industry Income. Times Higher Education’s data is trusted by governments and universities and is a vital 
resource for students, helping them choose where to study.  
 

http://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/2021/arab-university-rankings
http://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/2021/arab-university-rankings
http://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/arab-university-rankings-2021-methodology
http://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/arab-university-rankings-2021-methodology
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1) Data collection and sources 
 
 
 
Institutional data – self
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The 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/hmrc-exchange-rates-for-2020-monthly
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/PA.NUS.PPP
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/WEO/weo-database/2022/April
http://data.un.org/Data.aspx?d=WDI&f=Indicator_Code%3APA.NUS.PPP
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2) Criteria for exclusion, inclusion, and data processing 
 

 
Exclusion and inclusion criteria 

 

1. They must have supplied “overall” numbers for the ranking year.  
 
AND 
 

2. They must not be featured in the custom exclusions list. Institutions that have requested not to participate in 
the ranking or that are not eligible for other institution-specific reasons have been excluded.  

 
AND 
 

3. They must not have more than two of the critical values (academic staff, international academic staff, 
research staff, students, international students, undergraduate degrees awarded, doctorates awarded, 
institutional income, research income, research income from industry and commerce) as null (e
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3) Calculation, scoring and ranking 
 

 
Calculation of metrics 
 
There are 16 
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4. Society 

 
Industry income 

o An institution’s ability to help industry with innovations, inventions and consultancy has become a 
core mission of the contemporary global academy. This category suggests the extent to which 
businesses are willing to pay for research and an institution’s ability to attract funding in the 
commercial marketplace – useful indicators of institutional quality. The indicator seeks to capture 
such knowledge-transfer activity by looking at how much research income an institution earns from 



 Arab University Rankings 2022 methodology | Times Higher Education (THE) 

  

11 
 

 
Normalisation 

Moving from a series of specific data points to indicators, and finally to a total score for an institution, requires us to match 
values that represent fundamentally different data. To do this we use a standardisation approach for each indicator, and 
then combine the indicators in the proportions indicated below. 

The standardisation approach we use is based on the distribution of data within a particular indicator, where we calculate 
a cumulative probability function, and evaluate where a particular institution’s indicator sits within that function. 

For all indicators except the Arab Reputation Survey



http://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/arab-university-rankings-2022-methodology
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Appendix 1: Top 20 institutions in the Times Higher Education 2022 Arab University Rankings. 
 

Institution Name Country ARAB 
2022 
Rank 

ARAB 
2021 
Rank 

Overall 
Score 

Teaching 
Score 

Research 
Score 

Citation 
Score 

Society 
Score 

International 
Score 

King Abdulaziz 
University 

Saudi 
Arabia 

1 1 96.7 98.3 98.7 96.4 99.2 80.9 

King Abdullah University 
of Science and 
Technology (KAUST) 

Saudi 
Arabia 

2 3 94.7 92.2 100.0 98.7 93.4 74.7 

Qatar University Qatar 3 2 89.6 83.4 99.8 84.8 91.1 83.8 

Prince Mohammad Bin 
Fahd University 

Saudi 
Arabia 

4 4 89.4 79.9 93.4 99.8 95.6 81.4 

Khalifa University United 
Arab 

Emirates 

5 6 88.4 87.8 96.3 81.8 91.4 72.3 

King Fahd University of 
Petroleum and Minerals 

Saudi 
Arabia 

6 5 88.1 85.2 98.9 85.4 91.3 59.6 

King Saud University Saudi 
Arabia 

=7 8 86.6 86.6 99.9 84.2 33.3 76.8 

United Arab Emirates 
University 

United 
Arab 

Emirates 

=7 7 86.6 83.5 98.8 74.0 91.2 77.4 

University of Sharjah United 
Arab 

Emirates 

9 =19 1 0 0 1 296.0
Q
Q
 EMC q
283.85 448001 re
91T
Q
Q
2ited Arab Emirates 


